[Hennebert's sign in Menière's disease].
The fistula sign without middle-ear lesion, also known as the Hennebert's sign, was observed in 7 (14%) subjects among 50 patients with unilateral Ménière's disease. The Hennebert's sign was obtained in 4 cases (57%) by negative pressure in the external auditory canal, by positive pressure in 2 cases and by both positive and negative pressures in 1 case. The Hennebert's sign is characterized by a few beats of horizontal nystagmus seen under Frenzel glasses. Caracteristically this nystagmus is of low frequency and amplitude. Most patients indicate simultaneous sensation of dizziness. The presence of Hennebert's sign seems to indicate in most cases the existence of an endolymphatic hydrops with contact of the saccular wall up to the internal face of the footplate (internal sacculostapedopexy). The test was also performed on the controlateral healthy ear used as a control. No Hennebert's sign was obtained on the healthy side. None of the patients showed any complication following the provocation of Hennebert's sign.